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manner. Indeed, it was their sole concern, the
dominant idea behind all their activities and no-
thing existed for them which had no connection with
this supreme work of life. For the initiates, it was an
inner, esoteric discipline. For the lay, it took the form
of rites by performing which they would open to the
truths implied in the Vedic symbols. The Fire
in man must therefore burn and burn continuously.
The flames of it must rise higher and higher and
the sacrifice properly made, so that man may grow in
his spirit and be able to attain the highest end of his
earthly existence. This is the integral vision envisaged
in the Veda. If by sacrifice the lower principles of
man's earthly existence are conquered and made
amenable to the influence of the Light which will
take them up into itself, into their respective higher
terms from which they originated, it is again, by
a similar act, but of vaster significance, that the
Divine manifests in the human vehicle enlarging it
into the infinity of his own being.

The Vedic seers discovered the essential nature of
the terrestrial existence as Sachchidananda veiled in
the phenomenal oppositions of matter, life and mind,
but compelling in the elth-nature an effort to deave
through these contrary conditions and eventually arrive
at its own unveiled Splendour, the Perfection impli-
cit in it. These conditions have grown and developed in
the earth to create in it the necessary field for a greater
Manifestation. They are derived in the lower planes
from their original spiritual principles in the higher